
Pastoral Message 

Pastor Allen Mothershed 

"Lions and Tigers and Bears, Oh My!" 
 

You know how the strangest, obsessive thoughts can wake us in the middle of the 

night? I woke up the other night with a line from a skit that we used to do at church 
summer camps: “Lions and tigers and bears, oh my!” Try as I might, I could not re-

lieve myself of that phrase. So I asked myself: why am I waking up at two o’clock in 
the morning thinking about lions, tigers, and bears? Then it came to me: that anxious 
phrase is a veiled cover for something that’s about to happen in my life: sabbatical. 

 
You probably understand how I could feel a bit anxious. We all know what it means to 

get ready to leave for vacation. There is so much that needs to get done. What if we 
forget to do something? What if something happens when we are not around? How 
will the world survive without us? 

  
That last question is the one that’s most revealing. A bit of hubris is involved here, 

don’t you think? We sometimes imagine that everything will fall apart without us. It is 
true that problems can arise when we are out of pocket, but that is life. We are not 
the only ones who can deal with it. In my case, I have confidence that the church will 

be just fine with me gone for a couple of months. 
 

There is another, more pressing, anxious thought: What if everything goes well? I, 
like most people, know that I am addicted to being needed, and feeling, at times, that 

I am indispensable. But, as important as I may be, this is not the case. Churches 
sometimes find new life and energy when the pastor spends time away and are 
blessed by the changes, such as guest preachers who bring fresh understanding and 

perspective.   
 

This is true for all of us. Our absence gives room for something different in the life of 
those who usually depend on us. We all need a break from each other and it is great 
to allow ourselves to enjoy the change and to be blessed by the gifts of others. 

 
The truth about a sabbatical is that it serves as a check on pastoral egos. We may be 

front and center on Sunday mornings, but the pastor is not the church. Sabbatical 
gives congregations a time to flex their muscles and claim their own strengths and to 

remember that the church is a priesthood of all believers.  

 
As humbling as it is to think, the world does go on without us. God provides. Others 

have a chance to lead or fill the gaps. In a time away, we learn what it means to relax 
and be open to God’s creative energies to renew us and enrich us. I know this is what 

I plan to do, and my prayers will be with the church until we are reunited to begin 
again in our ministry together.         
 Peace, Pastor Allen 

 

 
WHAT’S  
INSIDE 

 

Pastor’s  
Message and 

Sabbatical  

Schedule 
Pages 1-2 

 

Music Ministry 
Page 3 

 

Youth  
Ministry and  

Birthdays  

Page 4 
 

Mission News 

Page 5 
 

Children’s  

Ministry and 
Christian Ed 
Pages 6-7 

 
Announce-

ments  

& Events 
Page 8 

 

Calendar 
Page 9 

 

Financial 
Statement 

Page 10 
 

of 

May 2018 



 

Sabbatical Reading and Summer Recommendations 
from Pastor Allen 

 
Sabbatical is not only a time of travel and rest and reconnection with family, but also a 

time to catch up on all those books on my shelf that I have not gotten around to reading.  
I thought you might like to see the list of what I am hoping to be reading during my two 

months away from busy church ministry. Perhaps one will strike your fancy and you 

might read with me. 

The Triumph of Christianity by Bart D. Ehrman 

In the Beginning: A New Interpretation of Genesis by Karen Armstrong 

Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace by Kent Nerburn 

In Search of Paul: How Jesus’ Apostle Opposed Rome’s Empire with God’s Kingdom by 

John Dominic Crossan and Jonathan L. Reed 

Reflections on My Call to Preach: Connecting the Dots, Fred Brenning Craddock 

Fierce: Women of the Bible and Their Stories of Violence, Mercy, Bravery, Wisdom, 

Sex, and Salvation by Alice Connor 

Peace, Pastor Allen 
 

 

Sabbatical Preaching Schedule 
 
May 6th:  Rev. Terry Gallagher 

May 13th:  Tyler Spellious 

May 20th:  Quinn Rosenthal 

May 27th:  Tyler Spellious 

June 3rd:  Rev. Terry Gallagher 

June 10th:  Rev. Neal Sadler 

June 17th:  Quinn Rosenthal 

June 24th:  Rev. Emily Davis 

July 1st:   Rev. Terry Gallagher 

If you have an urgent pastoral need, please contact Rev. Terry Gallagher at 

734.497.9310 or terrenceggallagher@hotmail.com.                                                   

You may also contact the office for assistance. 



 

On April 22nd our handbell choirs joined with the Village Voices, a vocal group of about 40 

singers from Downers Grove, to perform a benefit concert for St. Matthew. This grew out of 

discussion at the Annual Meeting for ideas to generate some additional revenue for the 

church. It was a wonderful evening of excellent music, some humorous, some thoughtful, 

some show tunes, and it wrapped up with a combined lively bell/vocal rendition of "Down by 

the Riverside". The quality of the music was on par with professional musicians and a won-

derful treat for those in attendance. While our KC put together the bell portions, and Marilyn 

Wilgocki, founder and director of the Village Voices, the vocal selections, it was John Kouns 

who spearheaded this effort. When you see him, please join me in thanking him for putting 

this together for St. Matthew’s benefit.   

Music Appreciation Sunday is May 20th. This is the day that we say thank you to all those who 

have participated in music in any way. The children. The ringers. The singers. The instrumen-

talists. All of you have added to our worship. This includes those who have joined for cantata 

or Open Choir Sing. In fact, I can’t think of a better Sunday for our final Open Choir Sing of 

the season but on May 20th. We will sing "Send It On Down!" which is a great piece in its own 

right, but is also perfect for Pentecost, which happens to be on May 20th, too. Because that 

Sunday morning is quite busy with the bells, choir, praise band and children all needing to 

warm up, our rehearsal will be Wednesday, May 18th at 7:30pm. That night we will only be 

rehearsing music for the 20th, but there is one additional item. The choir has an end-of-year 

party when we are done with practice. You have been part of the choir throughout the year 

so it is only appropriate that you join us for this gathering. Please note your schedules now to 

end the year together. 

The Summer Music sign-up sheet is on the table in the narthex. During summer, volunteers 

are needed to provide our Music for Worship to hopefully give our regular participants a slight 

break. As I said last month, one benefit of standing up front and 

leading congregational singing… it has confirmed to me that more 

of you can sing well than will admit to it. The song doesn’t have to 

be fancy or have a YouTube video of a stage production and backup 

singers. As the psalm says, a joyful noise is all that is needed. 

Maybe a couple of you could get together? Please sign up soon. 

Peace, 

 

Jamie 

630-202-6788 

jamie.craig@stmatthewucc.org 

Notes from the Music Room…..    

 

WEEKLY REHEARSAL  

SCHEDULE 

Tuesday 

IntergeneRingers   

6pm 

Chancel Ringers  

7:30pm 

Wednesday 

Praise Band 

6:30pm 

Sanctuary Choir 

7:30pm 

mailto:jamie.craig@stmatthewucc.org


MAY  

BIRTHDAYS 

1      Curtis Holland 

    Howard SooHoo 

3       Linda Leinweber 

4      Brian Anderson 

        Jamie Craig 

         Jackie Tobin 

6       Wendee Passini 

12     Alison Chatten 

        David Wold 

13      Daniel Ciner 

         Michael English 

        Kelly Gonzalez 

        Susan Neufelder 

15     Nigel Barnhill 

18     Barbara Giordano 

20     Monnie Stoller 

22     Jason Schubert 

23     Evelyn Hutchison 

27     Ann  Ogorzalek 

31     Griffen Price 

 Pennies From Heaven 

  SCRIP (Manna)      
 Program 

 

Spring is in the air! 

 

Mother’s Day is 

May 13th...  

 

What about a Mario 

Tricoci gift card for 

a body treatment, nail service, or hair 

salon service?  

Need gardening supplies? Ace Hard-

ware, Stein Mart, Menards, Lowes, and 

Sears are just a few of our Manna re-

tailers.   

Ready for some outdoor activities?  

Check out Bass Pro, Dick’s Sporting 

Goods, Golf Galaxy, or Finish Line. 

The SCRIP table is “open for business” 

every Sunday in Dobstaff Hall. 

 

       Hi, church! Not much to report in terms of youth events 

       over here. CRAZIES is still going strong, and our second 

       annual Easter Sunrise service was a rousing success. The 

youth and I braved sub-freezing temperatures to put on a meaningful celebration of the Resurrection. 

The Confirmation class had their second sacred site visit when we attended mass with our neighbors at 

St. Michael’s parish. The only plug I have is for help on Sunday nights. Please see the sign-up sheet in 

the narthex. If you sign up but don’t contact me (youth.ministry@stmatthewucc.org), you don’t even 

have to worry about dinner, I’ll just order pizza for the youth. Trust me, they don’t mind. By means of 

a professional update from me, I’m pleased to report that my lovely and talented partner Kiva Nice-

Webb has been promoted to Head Chaplain at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri. While this is ex-

citing for us, it will necessitate my relocating to the mid-Missouri area when I finish with my hospital 

chaplain residency in September. A search for my replacement as Director of Youth Ministry at St. Mat-

thew will begin in earnest this summer. Stay tuned for updates! 



Food on the First 
 
Thank you so much for the April donations. They 
are always appreciated.  

 
Here is what is needed 

in May: 
 

 Canned pineapple 

 Canned peaches 
 Cold cereal 

 Canned vegetables 
 Small canned tuna 

 Mayonnaise, mustard, and ketchup 
 Baby wipes 

 Disposable razors 
 Band-Aids 

 
Please make sure items have not expired and are 

unopened. If you have any questions, please call 
Betty Greer at 630.682.4084.  

 
Blessings to all. 

Mission News 

Costa Rica House 

In late June, a group of 13 people will 

be traveling to Nosara, Costa Rica, to 

build a house for a needy family. We 

need to raise $6,000 for the cost of 

the house. If you would like to make 

a donation towards the house, you 

may write a check to St. Matthew 

UCC and put Costa Rica House in the 

memo section. You can mail the check 

or put it in the collection plate. If you 

have additional questions, please con-

tact Julie Schubert at tijjr7@att.net.  

 

   Children’s Summer Clothing Drive 

This summer fourteen people, including three youth, 

are going to Costa Rica to build a house for a family. 

The people in the area where we are going are ex-

tremely poor. Since Luke, Kira, and Cameron are going 

with us this year, we thought it would be a great idea 

to get the entire church family to participate. We are 

looking for gently used children’s shirts, shorts, sum-

mer dresses, and summer shoes. This area of Costa Rica is hot and 

humid throughout the year. There will be a suitcase in the narthex 

where you can put the clothes. Also, if anyone has a suitcase that 

would like to take a one-way trip to Costa Rica, that would be ap-

preciated too. Thanks! 



Children’s Ministry 
May 2018 

 

Thank you to Kenna Anderson for being 

the gentle, sweet spirit of Mary. The chil-

dren were drawn in to what she had to tell 

them about her son Jesus during his final 

days. Thank you to the teachers and 

shepherds who taught the “Mary’s Good 

News” unit: Deb Felsenthal, Patti 

Woods, Kenna Anderson, Dawn Schu-

bert, Marla Mothershed, Miegan 

Bresingham, Leslie Ortman, Kira 

Mothershed, Kelley Passini and Ethan 

Woods. You were a blessing to the chil-

dren as you shared your faith and love. 

 

Sunday School Mission Project: We are collecting gently used     

children’s summer clothes for the St. Matthew mission group to take to 

Costa Rica this summer. Our Sunday School children Cameron, Luke, 

and Kira will be going on the trip to help build houses for those in need. 

There will be a suitcase in the narthex for your donations. Thank you! 

 

On April 22nd we began our Psalm 23 unit. In art, the children will 

make a beaded window hanging, with each bead representing a part of the Psalm. In      

cooking, the children make a shepherd’s crook biscuit and, in the puppet workshop, they 

used puppets to act out modern-day scenarios of the Psalm.  

 

May 13th, Mother's Day and Volunteer Appreciation: This is an important day in Sunday 

School. The children will sing "It's A Wonderful World" during the worship service in    

celebration of Mother's Day and Volunteer Appreciation. During the worship service we 

will thank the volunteers for passing down their love and faith to the children this 

past year. Following the worship service we will have a cake in Dobstaff Hall in honor of the 

volunteers and mothers. We have an amazing Mother’s Day gift planned for the mothers of 

our Sunday School children. We will be taking pictures between now and then and assembling 

the final project during Sunday School on Mother's Day. The 10:30 summer dismissal 

time begins this Sunday through Rally Day. 

 

 

 



May 20th, Music Appreciation: The children will be 

singing with the church choir during the music appre-

ciation service. The children need to arrive early on the 

20th so they can practice with the church choir. I will let you 

know the time closer to the date. There is no Sunday School 

this day. 

 

 

 

May 27th Prayer Walk and Ice Cream Social: We close the Sunday School year and 

kick off the Summer Sunday School year with a prayer walk on the Prairie Path, followed 

by an ice cream social upstairs.  

 

June 3rd begins our Breakfast Cereal Summer Sunday school: Our summer      

Sunday School begins each morning with a bowl of cereal. Bible lessons that are based 

on children's favorite cereal is the fun summer theme. The commercials always tell us 

that cereal is "part of a complete breakfast." This series will show the children that Jesus 

is what they need to have a complete and joy-filled life.  

 

June 11-15 Vacation Bible School: Our Shipwrecked 

VBS will be a lot of fun. Registration forms can be found in 

the narthex. Please share these dates with neighbors, 

friends and family. 

 

 

May Birthdays:  
Jeremy Passini May 1st 

Cristian Padilla May 27th 
Alex Bono May 30th 

 

Thank you to everyone who provided filled Easter 

eggs to our Easter egg hunt. The kids were thrilled to 

have filled baskets and we were thrilled to have a full 

house! Thanks for making it all possible. 

 -The Christian Ed Committee 



Worship Music Update 

As you know, for the past several weeks we have been con-

ducting a Worship Music Survey for your feedback on the 

songs that the congregation is asked to sing. We are pleased 

with the feedback we are receiving and will continue to con-

duct the survey to build on our initial learnings. Please com-

plete the form after each service and leave it in the pews or 

drop it in the mailbox outside the office. If you plan to take it 

home with you, please return it the following Sunday, being 

careful to indicate the date of the service so we can match your comments up with the corresponding 

songs. Your opinion counts! 

Announcements and Events 

Prairie Path Clean-up 
 

Prairie Path clean-up #1 on Earth Day (April 

22nd) was a big success! Thanks to the following 

individuals who made it happen: 
 

Hi and Nancy Baird, Jan Beaton, Dave John-
son, Joe Leinweber, Marla, Kira, and Luke 

Mothershed, and Dawn Schubert. 
 

Our next clean-up date is scheduled for  
Sunday, June 24th at 2pm. Hope to see 

many of you then!    
 

 

This year's Crop Walk is Sunday, 

May 6th and begins at St. Paul     

Lutheran Church in Wheaton at   

515 S. Wheaton Avenue.  

Registration is at 1pm and the walk 

kicks off at 2pm. Walking distance is 

4 miles.  

Walkers may contact Linda Leinweber at 630.779.1777 or lleinweb@comcast.net or the Glen 

Ellyn/Wheaton Crop Walk website for details. A sign-up sheet is hanging in the narthex. 

Novel Approaches 

NOVEL APPROACHES is on hiatus until 

September. Read ahead for the fall:  

“An American Marriage” by Tayari Jones 

“Varina” by Charles Frazier. 

 

 



May 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 
Office closed 

5 

6 
9:30am service 

Open choir 

 

Crop Walk 

 

6pm Parenting Class 

 

6pm crazies 

 

7 8 
12:30pm 

Digital Ministry 

meeting 

9 
1pm Women’s 

Prayer Group 

 

PADS 

10 
PADS 

11 
Office closed 

12 

13   Mother’s Day 

9:30am service 

Teacher Apprecia-

tion  

 

6pm Parenting Class 

 

6pm crazies 

14 15 16 
1pm Women’s 

Prayer Group 

17 18 19 

20 
9:30am service 

Bells 

Music Appreciation  

 

6pm crazies 

 

VOICE articles due 

 

Piano Recital 

21 22 
7pm Council 

Meeting  

23 
1pm Women’s 

Prayer Group 

24 25 26 

27 
9:30am service 

28 
Memorial Day 

 

Office closed 

29 30 
1pm Women’s 

Prayer Group 

31 TUESDAY  

NIGHTS 

6pm  

Intergene- 

Ringers 

 

7:30pm   

Chancel  

Ringers 

WEDNESDAY  

NIGHTS 

 

6:30pm 

Praise Band 

 

7:30pm  

Sanctuary 

Choir 



 



STAFF 
 
Rev. Milton Allen Mothershed, Senior Pastor       

allen.mothershed@stmatthewucc.org  
 
Susan Wold, Director of Children's Ministry                    

susan.wold@stmatthewucc.org  
 

Quinn Rosenthal, Director of Youth Ministry 
quinn.rosenthal@stmatthewucc.org      
 

Jamie Craig, Director of Music/Choir Director                                                           
jamie.craig@stmatthewucc.org  

 
Brian Dobbelaere, Organist/Pianist  
brian.dobbelaere@stmatthewucc.org  

 
Kim Congdon, Handbell Director                                     

kim.congdon@stmatthewucc.org  
 

Dani de Leon, Administrative Assistant 
office@stmatthewucc.org 

 
Alicia Drabik, Business Manager 
business.manager@stmatthewucc.org  

St. Matthew United Church of Christ 
630.665.1236 (Office) 

630.665.1436 (Fax) 
Office Email: office@stmatthewucc.org 

Web Site: www.stmatthewucc.org 
Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday: 10am-2pm 
Friday: 9am-1pm 

 

Sunday Worship: 9:30am 
Sunday Church School:10am 

  
 

Our Purpose: 

Become, Live, and Serve as Disciples of  
Jesus Christ. 

 
Our Identity: 

No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you are welcome and   

accepted here at St. Matthew United 
Church of Christ. 


