
Pastoral Message 

Pastor Allen Mothershed 
 

A More Hopeful and Victorious Reality 
 
While driving to church, I found myself flipping through radio stations on my 

car radio. The chatter of the day was about the declaration of a national emer-

gency by the president, and it was being hotly debated by the talking heads at 
CNN. It could have been any of the other major networks whose host and 

guest prognosticate and stipulate and speculate about what is happening or 
may happen next. I found myself growing impatient as I listened and decided 

to change the station to something more uplifting.   
 

I tuned in to the middle of a TED talk. The man speaking was a well-known ce-
lebrity chef. He was talking about how he and other chefs who care about the 

environment were struggling with how to continue to have fish on the menu in 
a time of over-fished and endangered fish stocks. He first described one com-

pany which almost fooled him into promoting their “sustainable fish farming” 
and how he came to realize their “unsustainable” claims. But then he de-

scribed a fish farm he discovered in Spain that was changing the way they 
provide the best tasting and sustainable fish to market.  

 

This fish farm was built on land where there once had been a factory that pol-
luted the river, marshland, and the sea. The fish farm developer shared with 

the chef how his company had cleaned up after the factory and how they had 
established a natural self-sustaining environment. Rather than a pond, there 

were a series of canals and renewed marshland. Now the fish no longer need 
to be fed because the area was a restored habitat with a complex ecosystem 

that provided a nutrient-rich environment.   
 

The developer said that there were a thousand pink flamingos that flew 150 
miles each way every day from their nesting areas to feed on the fish. The 

chef interrupted the farm developer to ask, “But they are eating your fish? 
Aren’t you there to make a profit?” The developer said, “Why, of course, we 

are and we do. The birds take about 20% of the fish, but it does not matter. 
We make a profit and also are able to completely restore the environment.” 

Rather than wasting energy and polluting the river and sea by typical fish farm 

practices, their company is making money restoring the environment and pro-
viding the best-tasting fish you can find anywhere.   
                   (continued) 
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I thought about how much more satisfying it was to listen to this report rather than the dis-

turbing stories that come from my radio’s 24-hour news stations. How much more satisfying it 
is to hear one story of hope, where rather than diagnosing problems, workable solutions are 

being put into practice.   
 

Something has changed in the climate science community. Scientists are no longer reticent to 
speak boldly about coming ecological disasters and the urgency for us to make radical 

changes. The question is not if disaster is coming, but to what extent it will happen before we 
are willing to do what is necessary to limit its devastation. This is a hard truth to hear. But 

how much more do we also need to hear words of hope? What good is bad news unless there 
is also hope and a path forward? We cannot live one day without hope. We certainly cannot 

die without hope. 
 

We will soon enter into the season of Lent and then Easter. The gift of the Christian faith to 
the world’s consciousness is that we do not pull back from the terrible news about our human 

nature and sin, and still we offer remarkable hope. This Lent we will follow the stories of Je-

sus’ last days, Judas’ betrayal, Jesus’ arrest and brutality shown him, Peter’s denial, etc. But 
our faith is ultimately about finding hope where we thought there was no hope to be found. 

This is the power of our way: honest reality and a more powerful reality that is hopeful and 
victorious.   

 
-Pastor Allen   

Upcoming Sermon Series 

The Week That Changes Everything 
The Last Week of Jesus’ Passion 

 
This season of Lent and Easter Sunday we will share in a wor-

ship series on the last week of Jesus’s passion. These events 
about Jesus and his disciples are not only remembering the 

past events of their lives, but reflections on our common hu-
man struggle to live authentic, meaningful, and loving lives. 

Join us and invite friends and family to join us as well. 
 

March 10th  Luke 22:1-6   Peering Behind the Curtain of Betrayal 
          

March 17th  Luke 22:14-23   At the Table 
 

March 24th  Luke 22:39-46   The Cup in the Garden 

 
March 31st  Luke 22:47-53   Arresting Jesus 

    Emily Davis, our former Youth Director, will be our guest preacher.   
 

April 7th   Luke 22:54-62   The Lord Looked at Peter 
 

April 14th   Luke 19:28-40   Palm Sunday 
    Luke 23:32-43   Last Words Spoken: Crucifixion 

       
April 21st   Luke 24:1-12   Easter: Remember What He Told You 

 



 

Congratulations to all! We have made it through 2/3 of the official season of winter. Spring 

officially begins on March 20th, and between Punxsutawney Phil and the three robins I saw 

on my patio last week, maybe spring IS coming.  

As part of moving into Spring, don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead 

on March 10th, the start of Daylight Saving Time. But the Sanctuary 

Choir and Praise Band do not get to hibernate until the official spring 

thaw and must keep singing. Can you help us keep the warm voices 

singing to God? Please look at your schedules to see if you can join 

for more than just open choir Sundays. We need your help. 

There is a slight change to the Open Choir schedule in April. On April 

28th, our youth would like to present the service as a part of Youth Sunday, and as such we 

will not have the Open Choir that day. Our next Open Choir is May 19th, which is also Music 

Appreciation Sunday. 

Peace, 

 

Jamie Craig 

630-202-6788  

jamie.craig@stmatthewucc.org  

 

Notes from the Music Room…..    

WEEKLY REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 

  Tuesday 

  IntergeneRingers   

  6pm 

  Chancel Ringers  

  7:30pm 

Wednesday 

Praise Band 

6:30pm 

Sanctuary Choir 

7:30pm 

Lenten Worship Schedule 
As we enter the season of Lent we would like to inform you of the upcoming Services.  

Ash Wednesday Service  Wednesday, March 6th at 7pm 

Palm Sunday Service       Sunday, April 14th at 9:30am 

Maundy Thursday Supper   Thursday, April 18th at 6pm 

Maundy Thursday Service  Thursday, April 18th at 7pm  

Easter Sunday Service      Sunday, April 21st at 9:30am 

The Worship Committee will have sign-up sheets for Maundy Thursday Supper asking for as-

sistance in making stew and brownies and table set-up in Dobstaff Hall.  

Order forms for spring flowers will be in the Sunday bulletins. These beautiful flowers will be 

used to decorate the Sanctuary for our Easter service.   

We are ever thankful for the sacrifice Jesus made for us and rejoice in His everlasting life! 

We look forward to celebrating Lent as a loving church family.  

Thank you, Lisa Curda, Worship Ministry Chair 

mailto:jamie.craig@stmatthewucc.org


Pennies From Heaven  SCRIP (MANNA) Program 

 

Scrip is coming in “like a lamb” this month, but let’s 

make it go “out like a lion!!” 

 

By the end of March, we’ll be a quarter of the way through the year. We have a $2,000 
budget line for fundraising and if we expect the Scrip Program to do that for us, we need to 

make $500 per quarter. So far, through February, we’ve made less than $400. To reach our 
goal, let’s make our Scrip program ROAR! 

If you are a Scrip participant, thank you for your continuing support. If you have not tried it 

yet, stop by the Scrip table in Dobstaff Hall on Sunday for more information on this no-cost 
to you fundraiser! 

MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

  1 Hillary Blake 

 Jessica Blake 

  6 Bob Crooks 

 Cheryl Umbeck 

  8 Erin Walsh 

 John Price 

12 Brian English 

14 Bud Justice 

16 Julie Barnshaw 

         Lexie Justice 

20     Lisa Curda 

 John Ribe  

21     Adam Kirincich 

23  Elijah Baird         

Andrew Kouns 

29     Lori Chatten 

30     Emily English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Allen’s schedule varies 

from week to week. He is in 
and out of the office during 

the day for meetings, visits, 
and study. Please call ahead 

to check his schedule or to set 
up an appointment. His cell 

phone number is 
630.441.5962. He is available 

by phone when not in the   
office.  

 

OFFICE HOURS  
office@st.matthewucc.org 

Monday-Thursday: 10am-2pm 

Friday:   9-11am 



Mission News 

 Food on the First 
Thank you so much for the February donations. They 

are always appreciated!  
 

 
Here is what is needed in March: 

 
  

 Canned pineapple slices 
 Canned soup 

 Cold cereal 
 Oatmeal 

  
 

Please make sure items have 

not expired and are unopened. 
If you have any questions, 

please call Betty Greer at 
630.682.4084.  

 
Blessings to all. 

 

 Shampoo 
 Disposable razors 

 Baby wipes 
 Shaving cream 

 

  PADS HELP ALERT!! 

A big thank you to all who have provided food, donations, 

and/or manpower for St. Matthew’s monthly commitment to 

PADS this church year. Your PADS Committee is excited that 

several new volunteers have stepped up and have helped 

make this PADS year a relatively easy one.   

However, due to travel, many of our regular volunteers will not able to help with our 

March 13th/14th PADS. Please keep an eye on the PADS Board sign-up – perhaps March 

is a month you can help! Our commitment to PADS is a big one – and it requires partici-

pation from many.   

Our Prairie Path Clean-up ministry resumes SOON! 
As we have done for the past two years, we are once again committing to clean a 1-mile 

section of the Main Branch of the Illinois Prairie Path in an effort to be good stewards of 
our community and our planet. This section begins in downtown Wheaton at West Street 

and extends east to President Street. We have committed to the following dates in 2019 
(but can re-schedule with advance notice or if the weather isn't cooperative): 

 

 Sunday, April 14th 

 Sunday,  June 23rd 

 Sunday, August 18th 

 Sunday, October 20th 

 

If you want to participate, you will need to complete a waiver (once a year), and they will 

be available in the narthex in early April. Please call Dawn Schubert at 630.542.0160 if 
you have any questions. The exact start time may vary, but in general, we will meet 

around 2pm. Watch the Happenings and bulletin for updates as the date approaches. 



Congregational Life/Membership News 

Pal Joey’s Get-Together 

If you would like to grab a great meal 

and meet up with friends for a good 

time, please sign up for the Pal Joey’s 

get-together. Congregational Life is 

sponsoring the event at 6pm on Monday, 

March 25th at Pal Joey’s on Roosevelt Road in 

West Chicago.   

 

We have reserved a room which holds up to 

40 people. We will order off the menu, and 

separate tabs will be kept. The sign-up sheet 

for this event is in the narthex and is required 

due to our capacity limit. Please 

contact Tracey Blake at 

stutra@hotmail.com with any 

questions. 

Wafflepalooza!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us after church on Sunday, March 
10th in Dobstaff Hall for St. Matthew’s 

3rd annual Wafflepalooza. Congrega-
tional Life/Membership Committee 

members will be serving waffles with 
assorted toppings. 

ADULT ED CLASS  
 

“Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life” 
 

“Compassion is intrinsic in all human beings, each of us needs to work diligently 

to cultivate and expand our capacity for compassion.” Alan Bayert will guide 

us through Karen Armstrong’s book, “Twelve Steps to a Compassionate 

Life,” in a three-part series on Sunday mornings, March 3rd, 10th, and 17th at 

10:45am. We will be exploring our natural capacity for empathy, the importance of open 

mindedness, compassion for the self, and loving the enemy.  
 

Karen Armstrong is the author of “A History of God”, “Buddha”, and “The Case for God”.  

Alan Bayert is a musician and composer with a Master of Theology, who comes to us as a lay 

member of Glen Ellyn First Congregational Church. Once a month you can also hear Alan as a 

new musician and voice in our Chancel choir and Praise Band. 
 

Reading the book “Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life” is a plus but not required to benefit 

from this study. Copies of the book are available for purchase in the office for the cost of $10. 

Adult Education 

mailto:stutra@hotmail.com


All in the family:                   

Ringing in a new tradition 

When former St. Matthew pastor Kirk Moore 

came up with the name IntergeneRingers for one 

of the church’s two bell choirs, he could only 

have dreamed about how one family is expand-

ing the meaning of the name. While several two-

generation families have played bells together 

over the years*, the “Intergens,” as they are af-

fectionately called, now have their first three-

generation family: Emily and Kerin Sancken, and 

Kerin’s mother, Cheryl Heck. 

Emily, who is 10, was the first to join the choir after Kim (KC) Congdon recruited her last 

year. Later, Kerin decided to join since she had to bring Emily to practice, anyway. Cheryl en-

joyed Bells Sundays when her daughter and granddaughter played. Then one rehearsal night 

when Cheryl drove Emily to practice, she found herself with a set of bells in her hands, too! 

Now all three look forward to bells as an activity they enjoy doing together. 

“It’s a nice mother-daughter activity to do,” Kerin says. “For an hour you eliminate all those 

other distractions.” Adds Cheryl, who first performed with the choir in December: “It’s nice to 

have a commitment to participate in a family – and church family – activity.” Emily also sees 

the bells as a fun interest to share with her mother and grandmother. “It’s something you 

have in common that you can talk about,” Emily says. 

All three come from musical backgrounds. Cheryl and Kerin play piano. Emily plays clarinet in 

her 5th grade honor band, and also likes writing her own music; she has composed several 

songs, including one she performed at church last summer. “I feel like music has always been 

a part of our lives,” Kerin says. But they have all found that playing the bells is a learning ex-

perience, with new techniques and each ringer playing just a few notes as part of a larger per-

formance. The hardest part? According to Emily, it’s “knowing when to come in.” But she says 

she enjoys learning the different songs, “especially the fast ones!” 

With three members of the Heck and Sancken families as part of the IntergeneRingers, 

they hope that Emily’s younger sister Ava, a second grader, might eventually join them. In 

the meantime, she enjoys taking pictures when her sister, mother, and grandmother perform. 

And the three bell ringers are hoping to recruit another family member for at least one per-

formance this year: Cheryl’s 92-year-old mother, Esther Rush. While a three-generation bells 

family is rare, KC believes a four-generation group might well be unprecedented. Either way, 

the name IntergeneRingers has never been so expansive! 

*Here are some two-generation families who have played together in the IntergeneRingers: 

Nancy and Elizabeth Baird (and briefly, Elijah as a fill-in); the Neufelders; Dianne Hutchison 

and Aimee Legatzke; the Statons;  Patty and Catie Walkowicz; and the Kounses. Did we miss 

any? Let us know!  

If you or someone you know is interested in joining the IntergeneRingers, contact 

Kim.Congdon@stmatthewucc.org.               -Submitted by Lee Staton 



Children’s Ministry 
 

 

 

Thank you to the teachers and shepherds who taught and led the Moses Sunday 

School lesson and M&M: Miegan Bresingham, Sarah Muntz, Deb Felsenthal, Dawn Schu-

bert, Jan Beaton, Kira Mothershed, Kelley Passini and Ethan Woods. A big thank you to the 

children for doing an awesome job singing "Rescue Me" during the worship service, and 

thank you to the parents who came out in the snow so their children could sing. Thank you 

also to the parents who take pictures and share them with me. 

M&M: The adult and children partners of our M&M group gathered together to 

make valentines for the PADS Valentine’s Day meal. It was a fun get-together 

that resulted in something very special for our homeless community. 

Jesus calls his disciples, March 3rd and 10th: The word “disciple” means devoted fol-

lower, a person who adheres to and helps spread the teachings of a master. As Christians, 

we equate the word disciple with the early followers of Jesus, one of the twelve original 

“Disciples of Christ.” But the word disciple has also come to mean anyone who follows Jesus. 

In this Bible story, the children will come to understand what it means to be a disciple. They 

will see how this call applies to each one of us today. Jesus calls us to be His disciples. 

Easter through the eyes of Peter, March 17th – April 14th: As 

Easter approaches once again, our Workshop Rotation lesson tells 

the overall Easter account with an emphasis on a particular aspect of 

the Passion story. In other years we have focused on the Last Sup-

per, the Garden of Gethsemane, and the Empty Tomb/Resurrection 

Appearances. This year we will focus on Peter’s relationship with Je-

sus, specifically Peter’s denial of Jesus during Jesus’ arrest and Peter’s restoration with Jesus 

after Jesus’ resurrection. The workshops are: Cooking, Drama, Video, Labyrinth and Games. 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt: Mark your calendar so you can join us on April 13th at 

10am for a fun Easter egg hunt, picture with the Easter bunny, snacks and crafts. 

2019 Vacation Bible School: Save the date of June 17th through 21st for an-

other awesome year of Vacation Bible School. We have already 

started planning for a fun five days. Watch for more information and the 

registration forms next month. 

 March Birthdays 

 Bryce Holshouser  March 21st        

 Ava Sancken   March 21st 

 Cole Hutchison   March 23rd 

 Grayson Hammond  March 30th 

 Luke Mothershed    March 30th                                                                                         

        -Susan Wold, Director of Children’s Ministry 



 

St. Matthew UCC invites you to our annual 

          EASTER EGG HUNTEASTER EGG HUNT  

  Saturday, April 13thSaturday, April 13th  

  10am10am  

Visit with the  

Easter Bunny! 

 

Enjoy treats                   

and crafts                    

after the hunt! 

Please  

bring your  

own basket 

FREE family 

event! 

1420 S. Gables Blvd, Wheaton 

630.665.1236 

office@stmatthewucc.org 

www.stmatthewucc.org 

Facebook.com/StMatthewUCCWheaton 

UNITED CHURCH OF 

EASTER EGGS 

We would be grateful if you would pick 
up a bag or two of empty eggs from 

the narthex to fill with candy for our 
Easter egg hunt. If you wish to donate 

your own filled eggs, we would appre-
ciate that as well. Please return eggs 

to the bins in the narthex by April 7th. 

THANK YOU! 

Vacation Bible School 

June 17th-21st 



Uncle Sam may not need you right 

now... but the crazies DO! 
 

Despite the sign-up sheet in the narthex and continued 
requests for chaperones and volunteers to provide din-

ner for the youth of St. Matthew, our sign-up sheet still 
has many BLANK spaces for the upcoming weeks. Al-

though Mel has been hired as the new youth director 
and is here each week to lead crazies, it is imperative 

that we have a second adult. Our Safe Church Policy requires that there be two adults pre-
sent; and although Mel's wife Blessy is present often and hopes to be that second adult, we 

cannot always count on her to be there.   
 

SO.... we need folks to sign up as chaperones and to offer to bring a simple meal for the 
kids. These meals can be very simple; the kids love mac-n-cheese, tacos, sloppy joes, 

baked potato bar, sub sandwiches, chicken tenders... you get the point. We ask that you 

have the food at church by 6pm, and the kids are usually finished eating by 6:30-
6:45pm. If Blessy is there, you could leave after the meal (including clean-up), and you 

would not have to stay for the lesson. If Blessy is not able to be there, we would ask that 
you stay until 7:30pm (the new end time). 

 
Although the kids might not LOVE having their parents serve as chaperones, we are very 

hopeful that the parents of the participating kids offer to cover at LEAST one Sunday a 
quarter.   

 
We support ALL sorts of wonderful missions and causes here at St. Matthew; please let's in-

vest some of our time to the youth of the church. They ARE the future, and they deserve 
our love and support. 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Welcome Spring! This month crazies will be get-

ting ready for spring break and many of them will 

be traveling. We will continue to prepare crazies 

for Easter but most of all for Youth Sunday on 

April 28th. The crazies will be planning part of the service that day!  

Blessy and I are very grateful for our volunteers, but please remember that we can’t do this 

without volunteers. If you can sign up to bring a meal or chaperone, that will be a great 

help. The sign-up sheet is hanging in the narthex. 

 

God bless.  

-Mel Jerome, Director of Youth Ministry 



Results of the St. Matthew UCC Music Survey 

 

Thanks to all who participated in our music surveys in 2018. We have been studying the re-
sults and developing a plan of action based on your input. Here are some of the key findings 

and steps we are taking based on the results: 

Key Findings: 

 Our congregation represents a wide range of music preferences, with some people 

preferring more traditional music and some preferring more contemporary music. But 

overall, worshippers like a mix of traditional and contemporary each Sunday – not 
just one kind this week and the other kind next week. This way, each Sunday worship 

service provides something for everybody’s tastes. 

 You want songs that are familiar, or easy to sing. If a song is neither of these, then it 

helps to have a song leader. 

 You react best when the first and last songs are upbeat or rousing so people feel    

energized at the beginning and end of each service.   

 There are no positive responses to slow, dragging songs – regardless of the fit with 

the message. 

 There is a desire to have printed music for songs that are not in the pew hymnals. 

 When the Praise Band is featured, they always receive positive comments.   

 

Action Plan Moving Forward: 

 In general for most Sundays, the first and last songs will be upbeat and energizing. 

They may be contemporary or traditional, but they will be done in a way that is ener-

gizing and upbeat. 

 While the post-sermon song will be message-focused, we will avoid songs that are too 

slow, dragging, unfamiliar, and with too many verses. We will encourage those who 
are able to stand for the post-sermon song, as this can bring more energy and focus 

to that song.   

 We are establishing a Music Subcommittee within the Worship Committee, who will 

provide additional input into music selection, and ensure we keep consistent with the 
findings from our survey. 

 We are investigating the purchase of supplemental hymnals for contemporary/praise 

music that is not in our current pew hymnals.   

 We are exploring bringing in other talent for periodic (if not 

regular) participation in our music program.   

 

Your continued feedback is welcome! We would love to hear any 

comments as we continue to build on our wonderful music program. 

Thanks to Jamie and Brian for all they do to enhance our Sunday 
worship service!  

-Submitted by Dorothy Peterson 



Announcements and Events 

Yoga Classes 

 
Interested in learning or practicing yoga at St. Matthew? Marla 

Mothershed will be completing her 200-hour yoga training this 

spring, but is gathering information about possible participants, 

and offering a few sample classes in the next few months. Em-

phasis for the class will be on breathing, building strength and 

balance, and gentle stretching. No matter where your body is on 

its journey, you are welcome here! Just let her know your contact 

information and interest. 630.441.5963 

or mmothershed63@gmail.com. 

2019 Voice, Happenings and Bulletin Due Dates  
All submissions for the weekly Happenings and bulletin should be submit-

ted to the office no later than 9am Wednesday for the week it runs. 

2019 VOICE deadlines: Typically the second to last Sun-

day of the month, with exception of March and December. 

March 17th, April 21st, May 19th (for June and July), July 21st, August 18th, 

September 22nd, October 20th, November 17th, December 15th.  

The Voice is not published in July. 

NOVEL APPROACHES 

The novel to be approached in March is “The Rent Collector” by Camron 

Wright. 

A story of hope, of one woman’s journey to save her son and another 

woman’s chance at redemption. 

It demonstrates that even in a dump in Cambodia – perhaps especially in 

a dump in Cambodia – everyone deserves a second chance. (Publisher) 

The Date: Friday, March 22nd at 7:30pm 

The Place: Boyds', 510 South Aurora Way, Wheaton 

Join us for lively discussion, food and fellowship 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: “Unsheltered” by Barbara Kingsolver 

mailto:mmothershed63@gmail.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  TUESDAY  

NIGHTS 

6pm  

Intergene-

Ringers 

 

7:30pm   

WEDNESDAY  

NIGHTS 

6:30pm 

Praise Band 

 

7:30pm  

Sanctuary 

 1 2 

3 

9:30am Worship 

Communion 

 

10:45am Adult Ed 

 

6pm crazies 

4 

 

6pm  

Confirmation 

mtg 

 

 

5 6 

 

Ash 

Wednesday 

 

7pm Worship 

7 

 

1pm 

Women’s  

Prayer Group 

8 9 

 

7am-1pm 

Church of the 

Savior Retreat 

10 

9:30am Worship 

Bells 

WafflePalooza 

10:45am Adult Ed 

6pm crazies 

11 12 13 

 

PADS 

14 

 

1pm 

Women’s  

Prayer Group 

15 16 

17 

9:30am Worship 

10:45am Adult Ed 

11am M&M 

6pm crazies 

 

VOICE articles due 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 

18 19 

 

6pm SRC 

 

7pm  

Council 

20 

 

12:30pm 

Digital  

Ministry  

 

It’s Spring! 

21 

 

1pm 

Women’s  

Prayer Group 

22 

 

7:30pm 

Novel 

Approaches 

23 

24 

 

9:30am Worship 

 

Flower orders due 

25 

6pm Pal 

Joey’s 

 

    

 Spring  

26 

 

 

 

 

Break 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

Office  

28 

1pm 

Women’s  

Prayer Group 

 

Closed 

29 30 

31 

9:30am Worship 

Open choir 

 

9:45 Fifth Sunday 

at DuPage Conva-

lescent Center 

 

 

     

   March 





STAFF 
 
Rev. Milton Allen Mothershed, Senior Pastor       

allen.mothershed@stmatthewucc.org  
 
Susan Wold, Director of Children's Ministry                    

susan.wold@stmatthewucc.org  
 

Mel Jerome, Director of Youth Ministry 
mel.jerome@stmatthewucc.org 
 

Jamie Craig, Director of Music/Choir Director                                                           
jamie.craig@stmatthewucc.org  

 
Brian Dobbelaere, Organist/Pianist  
brian.dobbelaere@stmatthewucc.org  

 
Kim Congdon, Handbell Director                                     

kim.congdon@stmatthewucc.org  
 

Dani de Leon, Administrative Assistant 
office@stmatthewucc.org 

 
Alicia Drabik, Business Manager 
business.manager@stmatthewucc.org  

St. Matthew United Church of Christ 
630.665.1236 (Office) 

Office Email: office@stmatthewucc.org 
Web Site: www.stmatthewucc.org 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Thursday: 10am-2pm 

Friday: 9-11am 
 

Sunday Worship: 9:30am 

Sunday Church School:10am 
  

 
  

Our Purpose: 

Become, Live, and Serve as Disciples of  
Jesus Christ. 

 
Our Identity: 

No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you are welcome and   

accepted here at St. Matthew United 
Church of Christ. 


